IN CHAPTER 2, we gave a detailed account of the moral stages’:in_‘
terms of the underlying sociomoral perspectives of each stage.
Table 2.1 summarized this characterization in terms of “What Is
Right,” “Reasons for Doing Right," and “‘Social Perspective of the
Stages.” There is a relation between general social perspective-
taking levels as described by Selman (1980) and moral perspective-
taking, which we have interpreted as one in which a social perspec-
tive level is necessary but not sufficient for a moral perspective level, -
Moral perspectives are perspectives on social values, not social facts,

and are perspectives upon the desirable and not just the desired.

Stages of moral judgment are structures of thinking about prescrip-)
tion, about rules or principles obliging one to act because the action;'
is seen as morally right. The mode of judgments stressed in our;
dilemma interviews is “‘deontic; they not only refer to the twelve,

basic moral norms but stress the modal clements of “rightness; ' '

“rights,” and “‘obligations.” Rights and obligations at higher stages
are correlative to one another: obligations entail respect for persons:
and rights. These justice modes of judgment are in turn justified:by
the value elements of impartial order, maximum welfare (each per-
son is constdered to count as one), social harmony, and fairness (as
reciprocity and prescriptive role-taking). :

Our moral dilemmas address three problems of justice that have
been identified in Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics. 'L'he first problem
is one of distributive justice: that is, the way in which society or a
third party distributes ‘‘honor, wealth, and other desirable assets of
the community” (Aristotle, Ethics, 1 130b). This is done in terms of
such operations as equality, desert, or merit (i.e., reciprocity defined
in terms of proportionality), and finally, equity in light of need or
extenuating circumstance. ‘The second type of justice problem is

Sections of this appendix are adapted from Levine, C., and DeVos, E., “T'he Form-
Content Distinction and Kohlberg's Theory of Moral Development,” unpublished
manuseript, 1983, This appendix is revised from that of Volume 1 which appears in
this volume as ‘Table 2.1 in chapter 2.
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